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B > 40 Optimal

I 35-4 Adequate

[ 13-3.5 Marginal

B <3.0 Extremely Low
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EBSA

Ecologically or Biologically Significant Area
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Scientific assessment of ecologically or
biologically significant marine areas (EBSAS):
Overview of CBD Secretariat’s work

k S F - ‘. | .n -

Convention on CBD_ Secretariat
Biological Diversity thyun L ee



CBD work on marine and coastal biodiversity

. § EBSAs : Scientific assessment of inherent ecological
and biological value of marine areas

§ Addressing impacts from various pressures/threats
S 8 Unsustainable fishing practices

§ Marine debris

§ Anthrophogenic underwater noise

§ Impacts of climate change

§ Ocean acidification

§ Ocean fertilization

§ Impacts from other human activities

§ Multiple stressors



CBD work on marine and coastal biodiversity

§ Tools and guidelines to address impacts on marine
biodiversity
§ EIA and SEA voluntary guidelines
§ MPAs
§ Marine spatial planning
§ Integrated marine and coastal management
§ EBSAs as a basis for applying the ecosystem approach
§ Guidance on addressing impacts from various threats
§ Capacity building and partnerships : Sustainable Ocean
Initiative
§ Information-sharing mechanism
§ EBSA repository and information sharing mechanism
§ Marine spatial planning information sharing mechanism
§ SOl website
§ Priority actions to achieve Aichi Biodiversity Target 10 for
coral reefs and closely associated ecosystems (annex to
decision Xl1/23, 2014)
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CBD scientific criteria for ecologically or biologically
significant areas (EBSAs) (annex |, decision 1X/20)

Uniqueness or Rarity

. Special importance for life history stages
of species

Importance for threatened, endangered or
declining species and/or habitats

. Vulnerabillity, Fragility, Sensitivity, or Slow
recovery

Biological Productivity
Biological Diversity
Naturalness

Conventionon
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CBD EBSA Process:

Where are ecologically or I\?Qﬂeeg:c
biologically significant marine marine
areas? biodiversity
Human
ysure? Interventions

By States and
Competent
intergovernmental
organizations
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COP 10 guidance on EBSAs (decision X/29)

COP 10 noted the application of scientific criteria for
Identifying EBSASs, adopted by COP in decision 1X/20
(annex 1), presents a tool,,,,,towards implementation of
ecosystem approaches in relation to areas both within
and beyond national jurisdiction

COP 10 noted :

1 the application of EBSASs scientific criteria is a scientific and
technical exercise

that areas found to meet the criteria may require enhanced
conservation and management measures, including MPAs
and impact assessments

EBSASs identification and selection of conservation and
management measures is a matter of States and competent

Intergovernmental organizations
Conventionon
Biological Diversit




Further details at: www.cbd.int/ebsa

Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Areas

Special places in the world's oceans
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